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WORLD PEACE

Date : July 17, 2015
Place : Sri Lanka
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Junius Richard Jayawardane

(17.09.1906 - 1.11.1996)
TheFirst Prime minister of Democratic Socialist Republic of Sti Lanka
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In 1951, the Allied powers met with Japan in San Francisco, to assess the situation post Japan’s defeat in
World War 2 and to facilitate the signing of what was referred to as the Peace Treaty with Japan.

The treaty served not only to allocate Japan’s compensation to the victims of the war but also to discuss
the possibility of partitioning the governance of post-war Japan, and while discussions were underway, a
young politician from the Ceylon (currently known as Sri Lanka) delegation, J. R Jayawardene, who was
just 44 years old at the time, made a speech in support of the freedom and self-governance of Japan.

In his memorable sermon, he declared that all nations should relinquish the claims of reparations from
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Japan. Moreover, in securing each country’s endorsement of his declaration, he paved the way for Japan’s

reinstatement into international society as an independent nation,
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In his speech, he advocated that the Buddhist principles of tolerance, generosity and love should be
applied towards Japan.

“Hatred ceases not by hatred but by love,” he said. Hatred cannot be negated by more hatred. Rather, it is
only human love that can overcome and surpass hatred. That was a message he consistently appealed for
throughout his lifetime.

On that day, Japan was greatly saved by his speech and the nation began to take its first steps towards

post-war renaissance with courage.
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A great admirer of Japan, who later became a first president of Sri Lanka with political authority, Mr.
Jayawardane visited the nation on several occasions afterwards and deepened the relationship between the
two countries.

Even after death, he exemplified the deep bond that exists between the two nations by donating each of

his corneas, one to Sri Lankan and another to Japanese.
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It has been 70 years since the war. Even now, we are still contemplating the true meaning of peace.
And in today’s chaotic and uncertain world, we cannot forget that the souls of the many victims still

watch over us.
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We dedicate these flowers as a tribute in honor of Mr. ] R Jayawardena’s plea for tolerance and love,

English translation by Malavika Nataraj
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